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9 IS at your defire F onen th 
the publication of the fol- 
lowing SERMON, of which, 

dthe 1rthofld have en- 
tertain'd no thoughts : But when I 
have, at once, the opportunity of an- 
* the requeſts of my living 
friends, as Well as paythg a tribute to the 
memory of the dead; and, what is 
more, ſome proſpect of doing ood 
to ſouls; theſe are no ſmall induces. 
ments z and tho' it may want thoſe or- 
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Prayer of, en 


iv The DEDICATION. 
naments, which are expected in this 
yet if, through the div ine 


1 ſerviceable to thoſe 


ſerious Chriftians, who make conſcience 
of leading the life deſcribed in the for- 
mer, and have good hopes of thoſe 


glorious privileges contain'd in the lat- 
ter part of it, [ſhall think my. fdf 
_ abundantly rewarded. That the God 
of all grace may render it advanta- 
geous to you, who are more intimately 


boncern d, and to all others, into whoſe 
hands it may come, 15 the defire and 


„ = OP 
Jour obliged Friend, 


-- 


and humble Servant, 


PETER BELBIN. 
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For mis to live is Chrift, and to die it gain. 


* * 
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EIN G call'd to this ſervice by an af- 
fecting providence, the removal of a 

valuable friend: The improvement of 
this excellent paſſage will, I hope, be 

very fuitable to ſuch an oecaſion; ſince here 
we are aſſur d from the word of God, that the 
death of our pious friends, though it be a loſs 
to us, to the world, and to the church; yet 
is that loſs abundantly made up by the rich ad- 
vantages which accrue to them. The ſcriptures 
teach us that the dead who die in the Lord are 
blefſed ; and that thoſe who ſleep in Jeſus God 
will bring with him ; and here, that death is 
the believer's gain; thefe are arguments of an 
excellent tendency to compoſe our minds; and 
for theſe reaſons is an immoderate ſorrow for- 
bidden to chriſtians. Let us therefore not ſuf- 
fer the death of our pious relations to fill us 
with murmuring ; or too much to depreſs our 
minds ; but may we rathet follow them by an' 
eye of faith, and look upwards to the bright 
and bleſſed world; there ſhall we fee them 
exulting in immortal joy, and be convinc'd 
chat they are — gainers by death. St. 
Y | Paul, 
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2 A SuRMoN o the. 
Paul, the inſpired writer of this epiſtle, being 
in bonds at Rome for his Maſter's cauſe, and 
the preaching of the goſpel, ſent this treaſure 
of excellent inſtructions, and divine comforts 
to the church at Philippi; in which, after 
his apoſtolical benediction, and the aſſurances 
of that great love he had for them, he ac- 
quaints em, how far the deſign of his ene- 
mies was over-rul'd by the good providence of | 
God; and that his impriſonment, ; and ſuf- | 
ferings, inſtead of being a hindrance - to, had | 
occaſion d the ſpreading of the goſpel; in as | 
much as his patience and conſtancy, amidft his | 
afflictions, tended to confirm and em- 
bolden his fellow chriſtians. Then he expreſ- | 
| ſes a hearty reſignation to the will of God, de- 
claring his earneſt expectation, and hope, that 
in nothing he ſhould be aſhamed ; but that | 
Chriſt ſhould be magnified in him, whether it ; 
were by life or by death. He had then near 
views.of death, being in the hands of his ene- 
mies, who thirſted for his blood ; yet ſee him, 
even then, diſcovering the excellent fpiric and 7 
: 
| 
{ 
0 
t 


temper of a true chriſtian when grace prevails. 
He then deliberates upon the weighty * — 
of dying; and makes an admirable eſtimation 
both of life and death. In one ſcale he lays 
the duties, which, whilſt living, he hoped to 
render to Chriſt ; and the mighty happineſs, 
to which death would bring him, in the other, 
Here he places ſervice; and there the reward, 
See the accounts ſumm'd up on both fides, 
For me to live is Chriſt, and to die is gain.” 
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Fimeral of Mr. George Elliott. 3 
He is neither terrified at death, being ſenſible 
of its advantages; nor weary of life, having 
learn'd to improve it. If God has any further 
ſervice for him, he conſents to live; but if his 
warfate be accompliſhed, and his work done 
he's not then ſo ignorant of his own good, 
but he knows how to determine in favour of 
death. His reſolutions are fixed for God, he 
has the glory of Chrift in view; if living, 


Chriſt all have the bonour of Big ſervice; f 


dying, he hopes the enjoyment of his Lord. 
If he tarry longer in the fleſh, he'll improve 
that ſpace to the glory of his God; but if the 
time of his departure be come, he's then hum- 
bly confident of a bleſſed admiſſion into the 
cceleftial kingdom. Now, though theſe words 
contain, primarily, the glorious triumphs of 
St. Paul's faith, and his elevated hope of hea- 
ven; qr the experience of many chriſtians 
near akin to that of the apoſtle, The ſcope of 
their life, though in a private and inferior ca- 
pacity, is the ſame; and the ſame their ex» 
— ren of a glorious immortality. All be- 
lievers live to Chriſt; and many of em have 
a lively hope of enjoying him. I think this to 
be the true ſenſe of a text, and which is alſa 
ſupported by writers of good note“; and takin 
the words in this view, 51 ſhall attempt — 
them theſe two chings. 


I. To ſet before you the duties of a livi 
chriſtian, and then, * 
ide Polum in Loc. 
B 2 II. Suzw 


4 r at the 


II. Sn EW you the adyantages of 2 de- 
parted ſaint. | 


I, To ſet before you the duties of a living 
chriſtian. St. Paul, conſider'd as an apoſtle, an 
eminent ſervant of Chriſt, may be ſuppoſed 
to have ſpoken theſe words with reference tq 
his miniſtry: He reſolves with great faithful- 


neſs, and indefatigable diligence, to preach the 
goſpel; and with all his power to promote the 


intereſts of his Lord's kingdom. With the like 
defire and reſolution, will every fincere follower 
of the holy Jeſus, in his proper ſphere, aim at 
the ſervice and glory of his bleſſed Lord. Eve- 
ry true believer receives all from Chriſt, and 
refers all to him. The Lord Jeb us, by his de 
is the author of ſpiritual life to his peo 


and the purchaſer too of their eternal fußt — 7 


glory. To the meritorious undert 


akings of the 


Son of God is the chriſtian indebted for the 


bleſſings of divine grace at preſent, and the 
hope of immortal 1 hereafter; hence 
therefore he very juſtly infers, that © whether 
living, or dying, he is the Lord's. And ac- 
cordingly I hal] proceed to ſhew, how St. 
Paul's w rds, To me to live is Chriſt,” are 
made good in the life of every true chriſtian. 
I. H 
and ſince the great Prophet of che church has 
there given us a noble collection of divine 
ere clearl y reveal'd his Father's will ; 
t 


and plainly tavg us our duty; from theſe fa- 
cred leaves wil 


akes the goſpel of Chriſt his rule; 


the obedient believer derive 
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Funeral of Mr. George Elliott. 53 
dhe rules of his conduct, and exerciſe a con- 
ſtant endeavour, to tranſcribe the doctrine of 
Jeſus in a pure life and holy converſation. 
Chriſt has pronounc'd, that by keeping his 
commandments we ſhall evidence our ſel ves 
to be his diſciples ; and that they who hear his 
word, and do it are bleſſed; thus therefore the 
ſerious believer reſolves with himſelf, I'll 
conſtantly endeavour, O deareſt Lord, ta re- 
tain thy word in my heart, and produce its 
fruits in my life. And tho' the beſt of men | 
are, in this ſtate, attended with a multitude f 
defects, and far from exhibiting a compleart 
obedience ; yet 'tis their defire, and endea- 
vour, to live according to the ſcripture rule ; 
and the imperfection of their obedience occa- 
fions them no ſmall trouble. Every true chri- 
ſtian hath a mixed love and fear of God abi- 
ding in his heart; and where theſe are, they 
never fail of producing a general obedience 
to his ſacred precepts. | * 
2. THE life of Chriſt is his pattern. Since 
the Son of God came down to tabernacle in 
fleſh, and exemplified, in his own life, the 
doctr ine he taught, it affords us no ſmall ad- 
vantage to the proper conduct of our lives. 
In thy holy life, O bleſſed Jeſus, were virtue and 
goodneſs, piety and religion, diſplayed to the 
greateſt perfection; thy life was adorned with 
every grace, and the holy converſe of heaven, 
by thee, brought down to earth. Would we 
therefore live according to the rules, and an- 
ſwerably to the hope of chriſtianity, let > 


dou 


6 ASxnuom dt the 
frequently read the hiſtory of Chriſt, and 
atten 


will be found a noble pattern of, and 
ice of all 


2 ſublime motive to, the pract 


thoſe virtues which ſhould adorn the life of 


every Chriſtian; and thus we are exhorted to 
confider the Apoſtle and High Prieſt of out 
profeſſion Jeſus Chriſt. His ready obedience 
to his Father's will, teaches us alſo the obe- 
dience which we owe our heavenly Fa- 
ther. The zeal he diſcovered for his Father's 
honour demands our imitation. His pa- 
tience, meekneſs, humility, and every 
grace, afford us a divine pattern of ſubſtan- 
tial goodneſs, and a powerful motive to labour 
after the fame excellencies ; and to do this, is 
the duty of all God's people. Therefore, fays 
St. John *, „He that ſaith he abideth in him, 


dugght himſelf alſo ſo to walk, even as he walked.” 


All true believers own the obligation, and de- 
ſire to diſcharge it; and, in this reſpect, may 


tive is Chriſt.” 

3. Tux Spirit of Chriſt is the guide of all 
the ſaints ; their ſouls are influenced by divine 
grace, and the love of God is ſhed abroad in 
their hearts. God hath ſent forth the Spirit 
of his Son into them, to enlighten their minds, 
ſanctify their nature, and gradually deſtroy 
the power of fin; that fo, being made parta- 
kers of the divine narure, they may grow up 
into the likeneſs of the Lord Jeſus, To this 
: * 1 Epiſt. ü. 6. | of 
— — Spirit 


view the ſteps he trod; which, no 


well ſay with the Apoſtle, To me to 


S g. arg arr. ec 


— 
> uu 


SgS8S S FON SFE S2 


Funeral of Mr. George Elliott. 7 
2 ſincere believer yields obe- 
dience, and defires to be more and more in- 
by him; that ſo he may be led into 
all truth, and diſpoſed to every duty. From 
this agency of God's. holy Spiel ti the belic- 

ving ſoul, doth, St. Paul 42 thoſe. expreſ- 
ſions, of walking in the Spirit, and bringing 
forch che fruits of che Spirit. The gift of the 
holy Spirit is a noble bleſſing, which Chriſt 
has purchaſed for his people; and. to this dis 
vine Monitor is every ſincere believer obedient; 
He i ves the motions of the new nature, 
and follows, or deſires to follow, the work- 
ings. of grace on his foul. Give me, ſays 
he, O my hank. more of thy Spirit, and 
enrich: my bu with the treaſures of thy grace; 
and, for this reaſon alſo, may he well ſay with 
the Apoſtle, “To me to * is Chriſt. 

4 TAB glory of God and Chriſt is his end. 
It may be faid that we: glorify God, when aur 
lives are ſpent in his ſervice, and beautiſied 
wich the fruits of holineſs ; * Therefore, ſays out 
Lord, herein is my Father glorified, that ye 
bring forth much fruit.” Chriſt i is glorified, 
when the aſſiſtances of his Spirit, and the 
power of his goſpel, are diſplayed in the ſan- 
ctity of his people; when we proceed with de- 
lightful diligence in his ſervice ; when we 
ſpeak of his goodneſs to our ſouls; extol his. 
grace; recommend his excellencies ; perſwade 
others to repent and believe; when we invite! 
them to be joined to the blefied Jeſus, and td 
ſerve the Lord together with us. When we do 


our 


1 4 Sun uo N r the 


our utinoſt to deſtroy the kingddm of farati; by 


abſtaining from fin dur ſelves ; oppoſing it in 


others, and ſtetfiming the torrent of vice in a 


wicked world, then we glorify Chrift:\ The 
man who aſſumes a truly Chriſtian magnani- 
mity, and has the holy courage to appear for 


God and religion in 4 world of iniquity and 


prophaneneſs, that dares to own the ways of 
Chriſt amidſt a defpiſing multitude ; ſuch an 


one glorifies his Lord, and lives to him. The 


Chriſtian, who; amidſt a thouſand alluring ob- 


jects of ſenſe, that would draw off his affections 


from divine things, and feduce his heart from 
God, does yet walk by faith; aſſiduouſly con- 
templating the bright and bleſſed manſions of 
the juſt, and the crown of righteouſneſs pre- 

for them that love God, and in the hope 


of obtaining that heavenly Inheritance, and 


entring into the promis'd reſt, is reſolved to 
run with patience the race ſet before him; 
ſuch an one renders a revenue of glory to his 
God and Saviour, and for him to live is Chriſt. 
He that deviates from the vulgar road, and for- 
ſakes the unthinking multitude that haſten to 
deſtruction, and enters on a religious life, not- 


withſtanding all the oppoſition and contempt 


of the world; that ſpends his days in the im- 
t work of preparation for eternity, and 


foul; a buſineſs which, by moſt, is wretched- 
ol neglected: He: who endeavours to pleaſe 
e Lord, by giving all diligence to cake his 


calling and election ſure, and preſſes forward, 


towards 


diſcovers a ſuitable concern for his immortal 
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- Funeral of Mx. George Elliott. 9 
towards the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus; ſuch an one 
lives to Chriſt. To truſt in the all- ſufficient 
ſacrifice of the croſs; to live upon the divine 
treaſures of grace laid up in Jeſus the Media- 
tor; to render him that homage and obedi- 
ence which are due to him as our Lord and 
our God; to improve our talents, i. e. all our 
mercies, enjoyments, and opportunities well; 
with fidelity and diligence, as expecting a fu- 
ture account; to redeem our precious time by 
a prudent management; in a word, to conſe- 
crate our lives to the noble purpoſes of reli- 
gion and godlineſs ; this is glorifying God, 
this is living to Chriſt ; and by ſuch an one is 
Chriſt glorified, as the apoſtle fays, whether 
living or dying. From what has been ſaid, I 
ſhall now deduce a few inferences, before L 
proceed to the ſecond general head. And, 

1. HERE then, as in a mirror, may we be- 
hold the vaſt difference between the life of a 
ſincere chriſtian and that of other men. Tis 
a noble exerciſe, a glorious employment to 
ſerve our God, and live to our Redeemer. 
Little is the world acquainted with the excel- 
lency of the chriſtian life; there's a: wide di- 
ſtance between the purpoſes and courſes of 
ſaints, and finners, believers, and unbelievers; 
and no leſs difference ſhall there be in their 
eternal ſtate : The ſerious chriſtian acts wiſely, 
and diſcovers the greateſt prudence ; the pro- 
phane perſon acts irrationally, and betrays the 
molt egregious folly ; for the former to live, 

63 18 
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is Chriſt ; but for the latter, a wretched ac- 
cumulation of fin and guilt: The one diſ- 
ſhonours his Maker, and is ſwiftly haſten- 
ing to deſtruction; the other hath his fruit 
unto holineſs, and the end ſhall be everlaſting 
life. | | 
2. HEN E alſo may we learn the divine 
art of living as we ought. He that doth not liv: 
to God and Chriſt, had a thouſand times bet - 
ter never have been born. The end for which 
we were made, is to glorify God; he chere- 
fore that indulges a licentious courſe, 8 
away the fear of God, is far from anſwering 
the ends of his being. Tis a ſad reflection on 
the folly of the multitude, that the whole 
creation beſides obſerves the laws of nature, and 
performs the divine will; but man alone, to 
the diſgrace of his reaſon and intellectual 
powers, is bold in fin, dares to affront his al- 
mighty maker; and, inſtead of purſuing his 
own happineſs, acts as though he were deſi- 
rous of inviting deſtruction, and rendring him- 
ſelf miſerable. Let this reflection pierce the 
conſciences of the ungodly, and ſhew them 
the neceſſity of a ſpeedy repentance and refor- 
mation, ©* for the wages of fin is death.” 
3. Ir for the ſaints to live is Chriſt, this 
may, in ſome meaſure, reconcile the chriſtian 
to all the inconveniencies of the preſent world; 
and which eſpecially attend an advanced age; 
this may make him content to remain here 
during the divine pleaſure, even tho' he may 
ſeem capable of doing but little for Chriſt/; for 
fſince 
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Funeral of Mr. George Elliott. 11 
ſince to glorify God is the ſcope of his life, 
while that 2 remains, opportunities of 
doing ſomething for the honour of our God 
and Redeemer will not be altogether wanting. 
Often have I heard aged chriſtians complainin 
thus: Why ſhould I tarry here any longer? 
am worn qut with age; I can neither hear 
God's word, nor come to his ordinances; 
no longer perform either the duties of God's 
houſe, or the duties of my own houſe; nature is 
quite exhauſted, and it's high time for me to 
leave this world:” But this ſurely is a great 
miſtake, the afflicted, aged chriſtian little knows 
what ſervice he does - Chriſt. It brings no 
ſmall honour to Chriſt and the Goſpel, when 
ſuch an one bears the burden of his infirmities 
with patience ; and having liv'd to ſee the days 
wherein the things of this world can afford 
him no-pleaſure, is yet refreſh'd with the con- 
ſolations of Chriſt, and the views of a better 
ſtate in the world to come. Tho' his body bend 
towards the grave, and his eyes be dim with 
Age, yet the inner man is ſtrengthened, and the 
eye of faith directed to heaven, ſurveying thoſe 
regions of immortal pleaſure, whither Jeſus 
the fore- runner is already enter d, and whither 
his people are ſhortly to follow him. His live- 
ly hope of a happier ſtate hereafter, is a ſharp 
reproof to the negligence of thoſe about him; 
it gives them an alen leſſon of the vani 
of this world, and the neceſſity of looking af- 
ter a better. His good example and grave ad- 
monitions may make a deep impreſſion on the 
CA mind 
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minds of his relations; for when years and experi- 


ence teach; when one who ts himſelf on the bor- 
ders of the grave, and lives in the near views of 
an eternal world, ſhall reproye our vanity, and 
inculcate on us the neceſſity of religion, who 
ſhall refuſe to hear? who ſhall neglect to learn? 
The life of a good chriſtian therefore will ne- 
ver be barren of ſome ſervices to Chriſt, even 
to the laſt, and tis no mean privilege to thoſe 


* - 
x * 


about him. | 


4. *T1s a juſt and uſeful remark,” that the 


apoſtle places ſervice firſt, and the reward at- 


terwards; a holy life muſt precede, and the 


advantages of death will follow. May we 
therefore remember that it highly concerns us 
to commence a ſacred acquaintance with 'our 
God and Saviour, and to render him the fruits 


of an obedient, holy life, if we deſire to make 


a comfortable end, and be happy for ever. 
The husbandman hath firſt his ſeed time, which 


as he that neglects will have no fruits at the 


harveſt, ſo he that ſtupidly omits the neceſſary 
improvement of life, will never reap the 


advantages of death and future rewards of the 


righteous. Our life is given us for noble pur- 
poſes, and happy's the man who has the di- 
vine art of improving it; the ſpace of life, and 
ſeaſon of our probation is a valuable enjoyment 
to ſuch as have learnr to uſe the opportunity. 


Box following the apoſtle's method, in the 
text, let me now paſs from the duties of life 


to the advantages 5 death, to which St. Paul 


1 ev.cently gives the preference. - Life indeed is 
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Fame ral of Mr. George Elliott. 13 
a great mercy afforded us for our on good, 
and the good of others; but when once we 
have ſo far improv'd it, as to ſettle our affairs 
with God, and to enjoy the evidences of his 
favour, then death becomes eligible. It may 
perhaps ſeem more to the advantage of our 
friends and families, and of the church too, 
"Rxe-we ſhould live longer; but if we regard 
our own good, then to die is better; to die is 
gain, Gwe me leave therefore to explain this 
ſcripture paradox, and illuſtrate a truth ſo con- 
trary to the common opinion of men: Can 
death, that has ſo ſtern a viſage, ſo formidable 
an aſpect, that's originally and naturally ſo full 
of evils, be expected to do us any good? And 
is it poſſible that any advantage can be deriv'd 
from fo implacable an adverſary to nature? Is 
not this the enemy that has bereft us of our 
friends; removed our indulgent parents and 
neareſt relatives; and rent from our embraces 
our dear children and beloved conſorts? What 
favour then can we look for at his hands? 
Can he that has no regard for the good, the 
wiſe and virtuous, but alike levels his fatal 
dart at all, and, with inflexible cruelty, is 
deaf to the moſt moving entreaties; yea, 
the Tyrant, that has humbled ſo many genera- 
tions to the duſt, and yet retains in his poſſeſ- 
ſion the precious remains of ſo many departed 
ſaints, be "ay Fee deem'd a friend? or is it 


likely that any ſweetneſs can be found in the. 
execrable carcaſs of this lion? Doth not this 
enemy death, ſeparate us from the world and 


the 


14 A SERMON at the 
= the church, make fore breaches in our families; 
and often furniſh us with woful matter of over- | 
whelming lamentation ? Will he not ſhortly 
ſnatch us from our enjoyments, and leave us 
nothing to poſſeſs, but a little obſcure tenement, 
a cold and ſilent grave? Where then is the gain 
of death, and in what unknown regions ſhall 
we ſearch for thoſe advantages, which will 
compenſate the manifeſt loſſes we ſuſtain ? To 
fay, therefore, that death is gainful, is to ad- 
vance an opinion directly oppoſite to the com- 
mon ſentiments of men, and which has the air 
and appearance of a groſs contradiftion: Well, 
all theſe objections, tis confeſt, are weighty; 
death's atrended with all theſe conſequences 
has naturally all theſe evils in it, and many 
more; but for thee, O chriſtian, by a miracle of 
divine grace, areall theſe ſeeming evils conver- 
ted into real bleſſings. Through the meritorious 
obedience and ſufferings of a glorious redeemer, 
. is this enemy become thy friend; death and 
I the grave are ſanctified; the tombs of the ſaints 
py are ſacred dormitories; where they reſt in hopes 
of Chriſt's illuſtrious appearance, and wait for 
the bright morning of the reſurrection. Death, 
indeed, is full of curſes to the wicked, but comes 
laden with bleſſings to the righteous: Tis the 
worſt thing that can happen to a ungodly, but 
the beſt that can befall a good man. To evince 
which, I ſhall ſpread before you the numerous 
inconveniencies from which death delivers the 
ſaints, and the rich variety of bleſſings to which 
it leads them; and theſe things being once con- 
fider'd, 
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ſider d, it will evidently appear that they have 
no great reaſon to be fond of living; nor the 
leaf kauſe to refuſe the privilege of dying. 

1/ To begin then with the inconveniencies 
from which death delivers the ſaints. Many are 
the troubles and uneaſineſſes of life; from all 
which, a good man, at his departure hence, is 
compleatly releas'd: In the proſpect of which 
we may juſily ſay, death performs for him a 
moſt friendly office. Solomon complains of 
the travel, which God hath given to the ſons of 
men, to be exerciſed therein. He pronounces 
this ſtate to be full of vanity and vexation of 
ſpirit*. Job ſays, © man is born to trouble, as 
the ſparks fly upwards:” i. e. by a neceſſity of 
nature. All the enjoyments of this world have 
their mixture of evil and ſorrow : Every condi- 
tion of life is attended with its exerciſes and diſ- 
appointments: Many things there are to diſ- 
compoſe our minds, and diforder our bodies: 


We meet with many croſſes both perſonal and 


relative: The evils of life are epidemical, and no 
height of power and greatneſs, no acquiſitions 
of honour and riches will ſecure from them. 
Crown'd heads are no more exempted from the 
unavoidable troubles of life, than the meaneſt 
ant; nor can the moſt excellent chriſtian 

be delivered from theſe inconveniencies : 
Our great maſter: has told us, that in the world 
we mult expect tribulation; but for all theſe, 
death is an infallible remedy; to death are 
the ſaints obliged for their happy deliverance 


* Eccl, iii. to. b Ecch i. 14 © Job v. 7. 


Out 
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out of a- multitude of troubles; from which; 
whilſthving, they could not eſcape. They that 
die in the Lord, ſhall labour under hardſhips 
no more; endure injuries no more; fuſtain 
loſſes no more; never utter a compla int, drop 
a tear or vent a ſigh any more; they ſhall have 


no more vexation, or ſorrow for ever. Now 


do be delivered from the inconveniencies of 

Ulffe, is worth dying for; and in this reſpect 
:dieeath is gain. 3 
Dr R will alſo deliver the ſaints fr 
ſinful company, and the allurements of the 


world; it removes them from a place full of 


fin, and conveys them from the abhorred regi- 
ons of tranſgreſſion and iniquity. The ſincere 


followers of Jeſus, are grieved at the abound- 


itig impiety of others; their righteous ſouls are 
afflicted with the wickedneſs of the multitude, 
and often too, with the irreligious lives of thoſe 
who belong to their own families; and are 
nearly related to them. The prophet Jeremy 
wiſhes for a cottage in the wilderneſs, that he 
might no longer behold his people's rebellion a- 
gainſt God*. And the Pſalmiſt complains of his 
. ſojourning in Meſech, and dwelling in the tents 

of Kedar*. To ſee the general prophaneneſs of 
the world, and obſerve the growing vices of 
the times, is no ſmall affliction to a true, chris 
ſtian; it kindles in his ſoul a pious indignati> 
on againſt the enemies of his God; but death 
ſhall. put an end to this. The departed faints 
ſhall no more hear the oaths and curſes, nor 
; Jer. ix. 2. b Plalm cxx. 70 


behold 
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behold any of thoſe guilty ſcenes which the 
ſervants of ſatan are acting; they ſhall no mote 
be vexed with vain company; no more have the 
flame of their deyorion damp'd by the fooliſh 
converſation of others; and no more ſhall their 
hearts be ſeduced from God, and divine things, 
by the flattering objects of ſenſe; therefore 
death; in this — is highly advantageous. 
Ir delivers the ſaints alſo from pains and 

ſickneſs; the decays of nature; and burden of 
age: Often ate theſe feeble bodies ſhaken with 
diſtempers: What a number of afflictions attend 
us, that make us paſs many of our days in ſor- 
fow Many a child of is Crying out under 
acute paitis; or lying on a languiſhing pil- 
low: This fatal legacy has Adam enrail'd on 
all His poſterity; and for theſe is there no other 
remedy than death : Bur even ſuppoſing any 
thould ſcape theſe, and not be much viſited 
with ſickneſs or pain; yet, in a few years; wilt 
he feel the decays of nature, and complain of 
the burden of age; his animal ſpirits will be 
exhauſted, and the powers of nature fail; his in- 
tellectual faculties, his epson and memory 
will be impaired ; gray hairs ſurround him, his 
ears are deaf, his eyes dim, his ſleep departs; 
his ſpeech faulters, his appetite is loſt, his hands 
ſhake, his legs tremble, and can ſcarce ſupport 
cheir torrering weight; he complains that the 
days of \darkneſs and forrow are come upon 
Rim, days in which there is no pleaſure; and 
that his fleſh and heart fail; from all theſe is 
death a happy releaſe to a good man; it re- 
D | moves 


—— * 


18 A SxnMox at the 
moves the burden from his ſhoulders, and ef. 
fectually ſilences his complaints. ad 
To which we may allo add, the deliverance 
which the chriſtian gains by death, from in- 
dwelling ſin: Sin, that hated inmate, that in- 
veterate enemy, with which the poor believer 
has ſolong beenvexed : The remains of corrup- 
tion and fin are a ſore exerciſe to God's peo- 
ple: For this did a great apoſtle cry out, O 
wretched man that I am ”: How many ſighs, 
complaints and tears, has this adverfary to 
race, occaſion'd the children of God.! How 
— it made them lament and mourn, and forc'd 


theo cry out, in the pathetick language of 
the Rſalmiſt; Ol that I had the wings of a dove, 


then would I flee away, and be at reſt”. Death 
is the only remedy for this evil; it's calculated 
to thechriſtian's advantage, in this reſpect. The 
_ departed ſaints fin no more, have no more in- 
clinations to fin: Being ſtript of this polluted 
garment the fleſh, their holy ſouls aſcend all 
pure to God, and ſhall no more offend him; 
and would'ſt not thou, O chriſtian, be willing to 
die, to be deliver'd from fin, to be compleatly 

cleans d from tranſgreſſions and back(lidings? 
DEAT R willalſo deliver the ſervants of God 
from the temptations of the devil. Many in- 
deed are the afflictions of the righteous; but 
none of em is equal to the terrible aſſaults of 
ſatan. How often, O poor believer, has the roar- 
ing lion been ready to devour thee? often has 
he tempted thee to ſin, and to abuſe the grace 
of God; and has ſpread before thee, all * gay 
1 CENTS 
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Funeral of Mr. George Elliott. 19 
ſcenes of criminal pleaſure, to engage thy com- 
pliance; and at other times perhaps, he has 
almoſt plung'd thee into deſpair, and has 
brought, as it were, the flames of hell flaſhing in 
thy face: This enemy has ſorely griev'd th 
ſhot at thee, and hated thee; but all th 
ſhall for ever ceaſe at death, and thou ſhalt no 
more complain of his attempts: No tempter. 
ſhall follow thee within the gates of heaven: 
In vain may ſatan practiſe his horrid arts againſt 
the departed faints; within the gates of the new 
Jeruſalem they ſhall remain in everlaſting ſafe- 
ty, and enjoy eternal peace in the holy habita- 
tion of God. Death therefore is the believer's 
ain. | 
By death ſhall the chriſtian be deliver'd alſo 
from his doubts and fears. At ſome ſeaſonsindeed 
we enjoy comfortable hopes of heaven, and the 
light of God ſhineth upon our ſouls ; this ma- 
keth us to rejoice ; but anon his face is vail'd in 
clouds, he withdraws his preſence from us, and 
we ſeek him, but cannor find him: We que- 
ſtion his love; we queſtion our own graces z 
conclude that we do not belong to Chriſt, and. 
that God will caſt us off for ever: Our fins ap- 
unpardonable, and we fear God will not | 
(was mercy upon us; © Thou didſt hide thy | 
face, ſays the Pſalmiſt, and I was troubled*.” | 
Then can the foul find no comfort, the word | 
and ordinances are barren, and tho' there are | 
romiſes, we cannot lay hold of them; bur | 
— all theſe exerciſes ſhall death deliver the } 
, 
D 2 ſaints: | 
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ſaints: They ſnall neyer doubt their intereft in 
Chriſt more ; nor queſtion the love of God tq 
them any more; hence therefare u appears, 
that the death of a believer is advantageous. 
Dar ſhall alſo remove the ſaints out of the 
regions of darkneſs and ignorance: Hear a great 
apoſtle complaining, „We ſee but darkly, as 
— a glaſs, and know but in part; Many 
of the glories of God's nature, and many of the 
wonders of his grace and providence are hidden 
from us; ſome of the articles of our holy reli- 
gion, tho' great truths, yet are they unfathom- 
able myſteries, and when we attempt to ſearch 
into them, clouds and darkneſs hang over our 
underſtanding : We ſtand and wonder at pro- 
vidence, and ſay, what is God about? what is 
he doing with me ; or what is he doing with 
his church ? We meditate on Jeſus the media- 
tor, and are amazed at his w ous aſſump 


tion of our nature! We ſtand furprized at the 


ſtrange union of divinity and humanity. We 
conſider that much diſputed myſtery of the 
trinity; but its overpowering ies are too 
ſtrong for our feeble fight. We debate upon the 
profound doctrine of God's decrees, and won- 
der how the over- ruling will of the great crea- 
tor, and the free agency of his creature-man 
ſhall be reconciled. Our thoughts ſtretch them 
ſelves into eternity, and meditate on the ſtate 
of the dead; ard fain would we know the 
place, the ſervices, the entertainments and 
pleaſures of the happy ſpirits, diſmiſs d from 


and 


their bodies. We think of the- day of the Lord, 


Nr > mW eee 
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and wait for the m of the reſurrection 


but can, by no means, form an adequate idea 
of a ſpiritual body; nor the amazing tranſition 


of the ſaints, — ſhall then be found alive, out 
bf this world into the — from earth to 


heaven, without lay ow wn their bodies, and 
calling at the gates of death; but all theſe, and 
ten thouſand other wonders, ſhall be diſplay d 
to us in the light of heaven, by a more perfect 
and noble philoſophy than can poſſibly be 


communicated to men upon earth; and this is 


another advantage of death. 

Ax death ſhall goad men be removed our. 
of this ſtate of abſence from God. God is the 
ſupreme good, and the higheſt happineſs of 
creatures conſiſts in the preſence and enjoyment 


of him : This the — long for; God is the 


centre to which their affections move, by the 


attractive power of divine grace; now therefore, 
to be detain d here below, at a diſtance from 
our father's houſe, and from thoſe ſublime en- 
joyments, for which man was originally form'd, 
and for which the ſaints are, by ſovereign grace, 


want a — intimate communion and acquain- 
tance with the Lord Jeſus, than the mediums 
of his word and ordinances will afford them: 
Often does the gracious ſoul, whilſt in the pre 
ſent ſtate, complain of being abſent from God, 
and far from the celeſtial world; but death 
will put an end to this complaint, and is thete- 
fore profitable to a believer. : 

1 
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prepar'd, is is a great difliculty to believers; . 
their abfence — God; they 
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Ir gives the ſervants of God a reſt from all 

ir labours; © bleſſed are the dead, that die 
in the Lord, for they reſt from their labours” *, 
Here has the chriſtian many a diffieult and 
ſpending duty to perform, laying out himſelf 
or God, labouring for Chriſt; and often he 


complains, that tho* the ſpirit be willing, yet 
the fleſh is weak: He's engag'd in a tedious and 


inful refiſtance of fin, which yet he can ne- 


ver throughly conquer; but death will lay him 


to reſt, and put an end to all his difficult la- 
bours; © there remaineth therefore, a reſt to the 


people of God” *: To whom, on this account, 


death is no enemy, but a great friend. 


DAR will alſo totally and perpetually ſi- 
lence all their complaints of ſpiritual dulneſs, 
earthly mindedneſs, unſanctified affections, love 
to the world, imperfection in grace, the naugh- 


tineſs of their hearts, the violations of their co- 


venant, and their backſlidings from God: It 


ſhall remove them alſo from all the hardſhips 
of the world, and injuries of the wicked: In a 
word, every thing that depreſſes the mind, and 


[54 inks the . of a chriſtian, and has in any 


ſort tended to render him uneaſie, will be re- 
mov d by death. He ſhall no more complain, 
I've loſt my God amidſt the pleaſures of the 
world, or the hurries of buſineſs; nor ſhall any 
more be vex d with the reproaches and oppreſſi- 


ons of che wicked; all theſe things ſhall end at 
death, and that for ever: Tis therefore a good 


* Rev, xiv, 3 d Heb. iv. % _ | 
change 


CPP AAS OD  AAOMR9D = dm a. 


nnn 


/ r SY 


— 


Funeral of Mr. George Elliott. 23 
change to the true followers bf Jeſus Chill, tis 
the believer's gain. 

Tuus have I briefly ſet before you he i in+ 
conveniencies from which: the departed ſaints 
are delivered; which are, ſo many, and {0 
great, that to obtaina releaſe from all thels one 
would even be willing to die, But this is not all; 
they are not only delivered from a ſaw. fs 
of troubles and vexations, that are inſeparable 
from this ſtate; but it leads them alſo to the 
enjoyment of whatſoever. is truly excellent 
and deſirable; it puts them into the poſſeſſion 
of many vaſt bleſſings which can never be oh- 
tain'd in this life; the conſideration of which 
muſt needs ſoften our hard thoughts of death, 
make us think, very favourably of the great 


change, and induce us to ſay with the apoſtle, 


« to die is gain. 

FP Is is the ſecond * of che gain of death, 
on which I am now to enter, according to, 

propoſed method ; and the firſt thing whic 

very aptly preſents it ſelf to our — is 

this, ths death perfects the believer's graces, 


and puts him into the poſſeſſion of his ex. 


pected happineſs and glory. Faith is 
chang'd into the beatifick viſion of . 


Chriſt; hope is turn'd into the tranſportin 

enjoyment o the-ſupreme good ; love is — 
nobly exalted, and glows with a pure flame like 
that which fills the breaſts of angels. Here 
the children of God have a mixture of grace 
and nature, and the principle of holineſs is hid 


under the aſhes of corruption and ſin; the * 
0 
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of us can but fay like him in the goſpel, (1 

believe, Lord, help my unbelief. How much 

bercer then will it be with us when removed 
from theſe imperfections ! Here we are enabled 
cd relic on Chriſt, and hope in God's mercy, | 
©! aid place our affections, in ſome meaſure, on 
de ſupreme good; bur tis often, ir muſt be || 
141 ente, in a weak and languid manner; but 
fach of us as have the happineſs to die in the 
Lord, ſhall, in the other world, receive the 
Rrongeſt aſſurances that God the Father, and ] 
Jeſus the Redeemer, are ours, and never doubt 

it more; for. then ſhall we enjoy that ſub- 

ſcantial bleſſedneſs which faith view'd, - ; 
and hope waited for. At death are the ſouls N 
of departed ſaints exalted from earth to heaven; t 
from a mean to a moſt honourable ſtate; there- 
fore it's an advantageous change. 5 
To which we may add, chat it puts the peo- - 10 
ple of God into the accompliſhment of alſ che 
promiſes. Here, indeed, they have God's co- 
venant well order d in all things and fore, in 
which the moſt high has engaged himſelf to be 
the God and Father of believers, and to give 
chem grace and glory. The bleſſed Jeſus has 
promis d chat his true diſciples ſhall have a 
place in his father's: houſe ; he has ſaid, I ap- 
point unro you a kingdom; on theſe promiſes 
do the ſaints depend, and take God as their ex- 
ceeding great reward, their portion, and the 
lot of their inheritance : Now by death ſhall 
they'gaina bleſſedaccompliſhment of all theſe 
promiſes ; which have ſo — 
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ind Yefreſh'd' their ' ſouls.” By death they 
ſhall. gain that immortality. and eternal life 
which is promis'd to all them that do well. 
The faints releas'd by death are ſaid © to inhe- 
rit the promiſes” , and is not this, O believer, 
a glorious thing to have the word of God per- 


form'd, to have promiſes accompliſh'd, and re- 


ceive all thou haſt waited for! Let us therefore 
look on death as a friend. 

*Twill alſo confer on the ſaints their reward: 
Firſt, the teward of Chriſt's undertakings, who 
| rform'd and ſuffer'd fo much for the ſake of 

is people. The blood of Chriſt purchaſed an 
innumerable train of bleſſings for all his ſer- 
vants, obtain'd for them a place with his Fa- 
ther above, the glorious inheritance in light, 
and an immenſe tredſure of enjoyments un- 
known, unthought of byus, in this mortal ſtate : 
For eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, nor 
have enter d into the heart, of man, the things 
which God has laid, up for them that love 
him,” . The faithful ſervants of God are faid 
to enter into the joy of their Lord. The ſaints are 


entitled to an inheritance incorfuptible, un- 


deflled, and that fadeth fe reſerved for 
them in Heaven.“ Henceforth,” ſays the 
apoſtle; is laid up for me a crown of 5 ag 


ouſheſs : Tis call'd, © a crown of life „ 


and « a crown of glory ©.” And is not this, 


O chriſtian; worth dying for? Wilt thou not 


4 eb. ie eiiie d Tim, iv. 8, 
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ſay that death is gain, in the proſpect of that 
great and glorions reward which thou ſhalt 
then obtain? And further, tho I would by no 
means be thought to imagine that our works 
and duties are meritorions, . yet ſhall the de- 
parted ſaints receive an additional weight of 
glory for theſe alſo; God accepting their obe- 
dience, through the precious merits of; rey ca] 
will alſo confer on { whe a rich reward, as: the 
recompence of their ſervices; and chat, In pro- 
portion to the various degrees. of ſeryjge, and 
advancement in holineſs; which, I think, is 
Plain, and beyond. diſpute, from che parable of 
the Talents, and ſeveral other paſſages of ſcrip- 
ture. Here, O chriſtian, thou art ſowing, a: 
the apoſtle calls it, to the ſpirit; Wee Tat; 
thou, at the end of thy days, reap. life, and 
joy, and peace, Here thou art labouring and 
ſtriving to obtain heaven, death ſhall accom- 
pra thy deſires; thou ſhalt then reap the 
bleſſed fruits of all thy endeayours., .. 

Ir ſhall bring thee allo, O fincere believer, 


to thy father's houſe, and thy eternal habita- 


tion. Here the ſaints are ſojourners and 
ſtrangers, this world is not the proper ſeat of 
their reſidence: Cicero and others of the wiſe 
heathens, call it an inn, and the apoſtle to the 
Hebrews ſays, we have here no continuing 
city”, but at death, we ſhall enter into one that 
* hath foundations, whoſe builder and maker is 
God”. We are now paſſing through the world, 
as. Iſrael through the wilderneſs; death will 
conduct us into the hcavenly Canaan, Chriſt 
VS} 2 ſays, 


fays, © in my 
fions '', and of thefe will death make us poſ- 
ſeſſors. Then ſhall the ſaints ſuffer no more 
removes; but find an everlaſting habiration ; 
and there ſhall they be well accommodared, in 
a manner ſuitable to their high dignity, and 
worthy the ſons of Gd. F 
 BBsrpxs which, it ſhall bring thoſe, who 
have fear'd God and lov'd their Redeemer, to 
the church triumphant. Here they converſe 
with poor imperfect creatures like themſelves ; 
by death they ſhall gain the converſe of faints 
in perfection, and be made ſo too. Here their 
companions are men, poor mortals; but death 
ſhall | lead them into the ſociety of glorious 
angels. Here they are members of the church 
militant, which has often been in danger, un- 
der clouds and darkneſs, fore broken in the 
place of dragons, and cover'd with the, ſha- 
dow of death; but then fhall they belong to 
that auguſt afſembly, thatare rais'd high above 
the reach of enemies, and dwell in thoſe 
peaceful regions, where ſorrow and ſighing are 
no more known ; but an air of divine pleaſure 
firs on every face, Now they are join'd to im- 
perfect ſocieties, in which there is a mixture 
of carnal perſons, formaliſts, and hypocrites ; 
but then hall they enter intothe church trium- 
phant, in all her beautiful perfections, which 
the apoſtle thus elegantly Feferibes, Ye are 
come unto mount Sion, and unto the city 
of the living God, the heavenly Jeruſalem, 
and to an ingumerable company of angels, to 
E 2 | the 
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| the 3 aſſembly, and church of the 
firſt-born, which are written in heaven, and 
to God the Judge of all, and to the ſpirits of 
Juſt men made perfect, and, which crowns all, 
to Jeſus the Mediator of the new covenant 
T wIII ſtill have a farther tendency to 
leſſen our averſion to death, when we con- 
ſider, that the ſaints ſhall then be confirmed in 
a ſtate of compleat holineſs, and render'd like 
vnſining angels; never chall they have any 
more inclinations to offend; vain thoughts, and 
evil defires ſhall never enter their holy breaſts; 
they ſhall no more caſt a longing eye after che 
ſordid, criminal pleaſures of this inferior clod ; 
por concern themſelves, in the leaſt, about 
the mean affairs of wretched mortals: Their 
ſanctification ſhall then have received its laſt, 
- 1ts finiſhing ſtroke; and then ſhall chey be 
everlaſtingly determined for God; they ſhall 
have a per petual averſion to evil, and all 
their powers {hall naturally run in the delight- 
ful channel of holineſs and obedience: Every 
inhabitant of the bright and bleſſed world ſhall 
eternally ſhine in the beauties of holineſs. _ 
* To increaſe our favourable opinion of 
death yet more, let me add, that 'twill give 
the Saints the intuition and fruition of God 
and Chriſt. Here we view God in his works, 
and wonder at the divine perfections; we con- 
I} clude him to be a moſt glorious being, who 
| has filled the world with ſuch. wren of Crea- 
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tures, and adorned the face of nature with: 
ſo many inimitable beauties. We view the 


lights of heaven, the ſun, moon, and ſtars, 


and are ready to cry out, with wander, 
How immenſely glorious is that being, whoſe 


hand form'd all theſe, and whoſe tranſcendenr 
beauties muſt infinitely ſurpaſs thoſe of crea- 
tures! Burt, when once our ſouls are re- 
leaſed from the incumbrance of the fleſh, 
angels ſhall convey them to heaven ; where 
they ſhall behold the great Archerype of ho- 
lineſs and ſource of beauty, and be even loſt 
in delightful admiration. Our Lord has thus 
deſcribed the happineſs of heaven, © Blefſed 
are the pure in heart, for they ſhall ſee God“. 
The ſaints ſhall enjoy God's preſence, which 
will communicate to them “ fulneſs of joy 
and pleaſures for ever more.“ Now we fee 
God obſcurely, through the mediums of his 
word and works, but then © face to face. 
This is an advantage gain'd by death. | 
IT ſhall alſo mightily enlarge our faculties of 
loving, ſerving, and delighting in God. Tis 
thought, and not without good reaſon, that 
the operations of the ſoul are much ob- 
ſtructed by her conjunction with the body; but 
when once death has releaſed her from that 
impriſonment, ſhe ſhall then aſcend to her na- 
tive world, to her proper element; ſhall ex- 
tend all her powers, and take her fill of God 
and glory. The ſaints in heaven ſhall love 
God more intenſely, ſhall ſerve him more 
Matt. v. 8. * Pfal. xvi. 11, © x Cor, xiii, 12. 
THY ſub. 
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ſublimely, than ever they could whilſt on earth; 
and delight in him with inceflant pleafure. 
To which Lmight add, as. r conſide- 
ration to abate the terrors of death, and ren- 
der it even amiable; that it ſnall join the faints 
in an eternal union to the Lord, Chriſt is 
the Head of the church ; his people are join'd 
to him, at preſent, by ſpiritual bands; but, 
alas! there's a vaſt local diſtance between 
them; Chrift is in heaven, his people upon 
earth; he in the upper world of holineſs his 
| ie in theſe territories of fin; but our glo- 
rified Lord will have all his people with him: 
He's gone to heaven that they may follow him: 
Bleſſed therefore is the foal that's releas'd by 
death,” and join'd to the Lord for ever. When 
once we are got'near to Chriſt in heaven, we 
ſhall no more be ſeparated from him. As 
| he'sa head of influence to the church on earth, 
ſo of confirmation to we church in heaven ; 
and happy, thrice happy, the ſouls that 
are with im there This is a rich advantage 
gain'd by death. | 
Ap laſtly. To what unknown, inconcei- 
 vable enjoyments of divine love ſhall death ad- 
| wvance the ſaints! What ſweetneſs do believers 
4 find in the foretaſts of God's love communica- 
ted to them in this life! Aſk the fincere Chri- 
ſtian, what a blefling tis to enjoy the light of 
= God's countenance, and be favour'd with his 
= _ itual preſence, he'll tell you, 'tis berter 


all the pleafures of the ſons of men; thar 


't © FRY . the higheſt enjoyments of the 
. world; 
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world; tho theſe gracious viſits are, in the 


preſent ſtate, but ſhort and interrupted: What 
infinite ſatisfactions then ſhall the glorified 


fines have, who reſt in the boſom of Jeſus, 


and drink at the fountain of life! The Fas 
ther's love, in ſending Chriſt to redeem us; 
of the Son, in expoſing himſelf to ſo many 
ſufferings, for us; together with the many 
pledges: of God's favour to gracious ſouls 
here, leave us no room to doubt, that the ſaints 
above ſhall enjoy ſome vaſt, ſome unutterable 
ſenſations of divine love. There ſhall the; 
of Chriſt's followers be full indeed; their 
ly tranſports ſhall rife high: There ſhall they 
delight in, praiſe, and enjoy God toeverlaſting 


his love, Happy ſtate of departed ſaints ! glo- 
rious enjoyments of the heavenly world! Bleſſed 
advantages that accrue. from death! O death, 
we will no more look upon thee as our ene- 
my! Doſt thou perform ſo many kind offices 
for the ſaints, and put them into the poſſeſſion 
of ſo many bleſſings! Surely then to depart 
hence is gainful, and death is our friend! 
henceforth we'll ſalute thee by the name of 
friend, invite thee as a welcome gueſt, and 
congratulate thy approaches towards uss 

Fus have I endeavoured to ſhew how the 
death of a good man may be looked on as his 
great advantage. But, perhaps, it may, after 


Is it not rather a loſs? for thongh the ſoul 
aſcend to God, is not che body left behind in 
| | A4 


ages; and taſte the rich, abundant ſwoetneſs of 


all, be objected, How can death be ſtiled gain} 
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diſhonourable condition? in a vile con- 
— ſtate? rotting in the grave, and be- 
come the food of worms ? Has not the ſoul 
loſt her beloved partner? And may not that 
loſs be ſuppoſed to adminiſter ſome inquie- 
tude? To which I anſwer, notwithſtanding 
all this, death is 1 Is it any loſs to drop a 
ſin, in order to its beit g 
raiſed in the beauties of holineſs? Is it 10 8 


to put off this corruptible fleſh, to have it 


raiſed in incorruption? Is it loſs to have a 
ruinous cottage demoliſhed, that out of thoſe 
ruins, a ſumptuous palace may emerye ? In 
all this, death is gain. The ſtate of ſeparate 
_ is bleſſed and happy: Their ſeparation 

omthe body does not occaſion any inquierude z 
and though — be, no doubt, a deſtre to 
re-unite; and therefore, when re- united, there 
ſhall be an additional glory; and ſo the happi- 
neſs of the ſaints ſhall then be in its full per- 
fection; yet, nevertheleſs, the ſeparate ſpitits 
have immediately, at death, ſome felicitating 
enjoyments of God and Chriſt ; otherwiſe 
St. Paul would not have declared, as he _— — 
the text, that death is gain.“ And, 


| another place, that © he had a deſire to __ 


part, and to be with Chriſt.” Befides which, 


they have a clear view of the future glories of 


the reſurrection; in proſpect of which, their 
joys riſe, and their pleaſures are increaſed 2 ? 
they look with vaſt delight to that happy ſea- 
fon, when Chriſt ſhall make his ill grious 


penance, and when they ſhall reſume their 
. 
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bodies and appear with him in glory; every « | 
view the bleſſed ſouls have of Chriſt's glorined 
body, is a noble teſtimony that -the bodies of if 
his ſaints ſhall alſo riſe, and be adotn'd with a | 
brightneſs and beauty like his. The bodies of 
the ſaints are not fallen under the power of fin 
and curſe of the law; but are aſleep in Chriſt 
under his care; they are not caſt as into a pri- 
ſon ; but lodg'd in a facted repoſitory : The 

} aſhes of the ſaints are bleſſed, and Chriſt has 
ſanctified the grave; and though their bodies 
muſt indeed ſubmir to death, through their u- 
nion with Adam, the natural head; yet ſhall 
they be raiſed to immortality and glory, by u- 
nion with Chriſt, their covenant head: K 
therefore to the bright morning of the reſur- 
rection, and behold the happy ſpirits deſcend- 
ing with their Lord from heaven: See them re- 
ſuming their reſpective bodies, bodies not e- 
maciated with age or ſickneſs; not attended 
with pains and infirmities, as in the former 
ſtate; but adorn'd with immortal youth, and 
richly dreſt in divine beauty: Since therefore, 
death is neceſſary to the purifying our bodies 

"Froin fin, and ro make way for the future glo- | 

ries of the reſurrection; I will not doubt to | 
2 it a bleſſing, and to ſay, death is 
| It remains now that I make ſome refle= | 
Rions on what has been offer'd concerning _ | 
advantages of death, And, 

1. Ir co die be ſo evidently, and in-ſo many 
reſpects advantageous to a man, who has liv'd 
well and fear d his Maker; then let theſe con- 

F ſiderations 
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ſiderations explode a vulgar miſtake, and re- 
prove the faulty weakneſs of thoſe, who aceount 
| death an evil. Why are we afraid to die? Why 
are the faints through fears of death, ſubject to 
bondage? When a chriſtian is afraid to die, it 
argues him ignorant of its advantages: Little 
daſt thou think, O ſincere believer, of the great 
good that is gain'd by this change: Afflictians 
and death are looked upon as barren land, that's 
eſteem'd good for nothing; yet ſee it laden 
with a rich production of heavenly fruits; the 
appear n the ſurface but like a rugged hill, 
which/ yet if open d, abounds with veins of 
gold. Why then, O chriſtian, art thou afraid to 
die; /ſince then thou ſhalt be deliver'd from fo 
many evils, and advanc'd to the enjoyment of 
ſo much good? Art thou loath to forſake a fin- 
ful world, and unwilling to go to heaven? 
Wilt thou not conſent to depart tho it 
be to enjoy Chriſt which is far better? Art 
thou not willing to be abſent from the body, * 
* tho' thou ſhalt be preſent with the Lord? | 1 
Shake off, O chriſtian, thy fond defires of the / 
preſent life; let reaſon and religion overcome d 
thy weakneſs; and teach thee to aſpire after the 
life of heaven : Meditate on the upper and glo- 0 
rious world; with all its rich and various en- 9 
joyments; ſo ſhalt thou be reconciled to the & 
b 
b 


1 
— 
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thoughts of death, and diſcover a generous 
contempt of inferior things. | 5 
2. That death is ſo highly profitable to the b 
ſaints, may moderate the ſorrow of ſurviving 
relatives, concerning thoſe who are — in 


— 
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the faith of Chriſt : Shall we ſhew our ſelves 
diſpleas d at the promotion of our friends; and 
afflict our ſelves about them, who are far hap- 
pier than ever they were. with us; who enjoy 
eternal reſt and divine ſatisfactions in their 
Lord's kingdom? Shall we complain at this, 
that our friends are carried into the boſom of 
Chriſt, and convey'd ſafe within the gates of 
heaven ? That they are got into the haven of 
reſt, and ſhall no more be toſs'd on this tem- 
peſtuous ocean? Shall we diſpute the will af 
God ; and murmur at the death of our friends, 
dwelling upon our own loſs, and _—— 
their mighty advantages ? Will nor this 1 
like envying their advancement, and repining 
at their honours? Rather let us compoſe our 
minds, and extol that rich grace of God, which 

prepar'd them for that heavenly kingdom ; 
whilſt with diligence we follow after, and ex- 
ert our ſelves in God's ſervice with all proper 
induſtry ; that ſo we · may e er long meet them 
in heaven, and be our ſelves members of that 
illuſtrious aſſembly to which they are join'd.- 

3. BEnOILID here the benefits of Chriſt's 
death; is death advantageous to the ſaints, 
and become a friend to believers? Let us offer 
2 praiſes to that almighty conqueror, whd 
yanquiſh'd all our enemies, pluck' d out the 
ſting of death, and ſtripp'd him of all his terri - 
ble armour. View death as a penalty for the 
broken covenant of works, and then extol that 
bleſſed Saviour who has deliver d thee from the 
evils of death, and for thee a — 
3 2 
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of grace; theſe Waters were naturally bitter, 
but the wood of the croſs has ſweeten'd em: 


death byinvading Chriſt has loſt irs poiſon, has 


loſt its pernicious nature, and can do believers 


no harm; but puts em into the poſſeſſion 


of much good. Hence therefore learn the value, 
the mighty eſteem we ought to have for our 
Lord Jeſus; let us honour and obey ; let us 
ſerve and glorify him, hd encounter'd our 
mortal enemies, and broke the powers of fin 88 
and death. O excellent Redeemer! O bleſſed 
Jeſus! we offer thee our unfeigned praiſes, for 
the benefits of thy death ; by which the death 
of thy people is made a bleſſing to them, and 
the great change, tho' it ſeem an enemy to na- 
ture, is become a friend to grace. Has the 


_ chriſtian comfort under his afflictions ? does the 


love of God refreſh his ſoul; and has he hope 
in death? theſe bleſſings has a precious Saviour 
obtain d for us. When we hear a chriſtian ex- 


preſſing his confidence in God, and rejoycing 


in the pleaſing views of his eternal ſtate, look 
up to Chriſt, and ſay, Bleſs the Lord, O my 
foul”: think what a happineſs tis to the be- 
liever, that he's not left to conflict with death 
in his own ſtrength ; but that the preſence of 


his God and Saviour ſhall be with him: And 


t we have comfortable aſſurances from the 
ly ſcriptures, that the end of this life 
ſhall open into an eternal life of glory: Chri- 
ſtians therefore, in theſe circumſtances, can 
ſcarcely be ſaid to die; that word ſeems rather 
applicable to the wicked, who fall under the 
2 iy curſe ; 
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curſe ; of the ſaints, it's better ſaid, that they 


have only quitted their former habitation, and 
exchang'd earth for heaven. 


4. Is death the gain of the ſaints, and in fo 


many reſpects advantageous ro our pious 
friends who have liv'd to the Lord? let us ſee 
then that their death be alſo profitable to us 
who ſurvive ; it's pity that whilſt they bear 
away ſo many benefits, we that remain, ſhould 
be never the better: Is ſo great a prize put in- 
to our hands, and ſhall we fooliſhly neglect it? 
Is an f of ſo huge advantage offer d 
us, and ſhall we not conſult our own intereſt ? 
this would be ſtupidity indeed! Let us there- 
fore make a wiſe improvement of ſo uſeful a 


providefice; by their death may we be inſtruct- 


ed how to live, and excited to the 
preparation for eternity. *Tis a good life 
that can make death comfortable: tis a 


of ſerious. religion and godlineſs, that leads to 
a happy change, and a glorious immortality : 
th will appear with a pleaſant face, all 


mild and innocent to the righteous; but to the 


wicked, will he come cloath'd in terrors, and 


arm'd with plagues innumerable. 

Tus, Sirs, you have heard the advantages 
which the ſaints find in death, and have had 
the mighty bleſſings which attend their de- 

re from this world, laid before you; all 
which privileges, as we have great reaſon to 
hope, our deceas'd friend has found in death: 
From all thoſe inconveniencies of this mortal 


ſtate is he happily releas d, and into all theſe 
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enjoyments of the upper and glotious world is 
he enter d. In the judgment of chriſtian cha- 
rity, we muſt needs ſay, that many years of 
his life were conſecrated. to God, and laid out 
in a ſuitable preparation for a future ſtate : That 
he was a teligious man, a lover of Chriſt, and 
hig 2 is well known to this ſociety; 
and his morality, I preſume, is no leſs known 
to the world. He was a tender affectionate 
husband, an indulgent father, and a faithful 
friend; fair and juſt in his dealings, and of a 
merciful diſpoſitipn to the indigent ; to which 
I'may juſtly add, a lover of ſincerity, and an 
utter enemy to all diſſimulation. My opportu- 
nit ies of converſing with him were frequent, 
in which I always found him a lover of reli- 
gious difcourſe ; he- often expreſs'd a great 
concern for the intereſts of Chriſt's king- 
dom, lamented the prophaneneſs of the world, 
and lukewarmneſs of profeſſors; and long d to 
ſee the power of godlineſs revive. As todeath, 
the thoughts of it were _ familiar to him; 
he had long expected his great change, and 
been in a = ow poſture for — ctning, 
His gradual approaches towards eternity, did 
not at all ſhock him; for tho this was his great 


requeſt, that God wou'd afford him more 


clear and ſtrong views of his love, and that 
his fach mi ow up into an affurance of 
glory; yet he blefs'd the Lord, that he was 
not deſtitute of a = and well-grounded hope 
of an intereſt in Chriſt, in whom he truſted, 
and chrough:whoſfe meritorious obedience 2 | 
. | Ul 
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ſufferings, he* humbly: expected acceptance 
with Cod. The ſcripture promiſes were no 
ſmall ſupport to him; ſuch as theſe, (The 
Lord is my portion, faith my ſoul, therefore 
will I hope in him ; and Thou ſhalt 
guide me with thy counſel, and afterward re- 
ceive me to glory. Whom: have I in heaven 
bur thee, there is none upon earth that T 
defire beſides thee. My fleſh and my heart 
faileth, but God is the ſtrength of my heart, 
and my portion for ever But à ſhort 
time before his death, he was much refreſhi d 
with that paffage ©; where the apaſtle fpeak- 
ing of the ftability of the covenant of grace, 
fays, © that God had confirm'd it by two im- 
mutable things, in which it was impoſfible for 
him to lie, that we might have ſtrong conſo- 
lation, who have fled for refuge, to lay hold 
of the hope ſet before us; which hope we 
have as an anchor of the ſoul, boch ſure and 
ſtedfaſt, and which entreth into that with- 
in the Vail, whither the forerunner is for us 
entred, even Jefus.” This afforded hum many 
pleaſing conſiderations, ' and he thus expreſs'd 
is ſatisfaction to his loving companion; this 
forerunner is Chriſt, the place where he's en- 
ter d within the vail is heaven; I hope vr 
ſhall ſhortly follow him thither + Let us make 


baſte to follow Chriſt, and get to him within 
the vail. Theſe his deſires, there's good rea- 
ä SS” 
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ſon to believe, are now accompliſh'd, that 


this prov 
his death may be your gain: Several of you are 
of an advanced age, and muſt therefore & 
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he's enter'd into his Lord's kingdom, and has 
found by experience, that to die is gain. 


A Wo np on this occaſion to the ſociety of 


which the deceas'd was a member: You have 


loft, my friends, an aged and a valuable member; 


one who has for many years join'd with you in 
the worſhip of God, and has this teſtimony 
from ſuch of you as have known him longeſt ; 


that he has fill'd up his place well, and walk'd 


honovurably ; tis your duty to be affected with 
1 ſo to improve it, as that 


ſhortly to follow him; I hope you think of 


it; I hope you prepare for it: See that you 
double your diligence in this important work; 


and God grant, that whenever we are remo- 


ved hence, it may be our happineſs to be tranf- \, 
plwkhanted into the church triumphant, 


To the afflicted widow may I alſo be per- 
mitted to offer a word of comfort. You have 


ö | loſt, Madam, for the preſent, a very loving, 


affectionate huſband, which cannot but fill you 
with concern; but your loſs is his gain: Think 
therefore of that: you are ſeparated, tis true, 
from the neareſt and deareſt of earthly rela- 
tives, death diſſolves all theſe bands; but re- 
member for your comfort, that the believing 
ſoul is - join d by indiffoluble bonds, to the 
Lord. Thy Maker is thy Huſband (the 


Lord of Hoſts is his name) and thy Reedemer, 
the Holy One of Iſrael, the God of the whole 


earth, 


hy | - 
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earth*.” Truſt in God, your everlaſting friend, 
and reſt on the engagements of that covenant, 
which ſhall never be broken. Call in the aids 
of God's Spirit, and proceed in his ways with 
diligence ; and then you will, e er long, meet 
him in heaven, from whom you are now ſepa- 
rated by the ſtroke of death ; and the glori 
ſaints ſhall no more be divided from the plea- 
ſing ſociety of each other, nor from the en- 
joyment of their Lord. 

AND to you, the children of our de 
friend, I would, with great ſeriouſneſs, ad- 
dreſs my ſelf on this occaſion ; and beg you 
to eye the hand of God, and hear the language 
of this providence, and take care that it be 
unprov'd to your advantage: Remember the 
— a of your loving father ; how earneſtly 
did helong to have Chriſt form'd in you; to have 
you ſerious and godly, religious and holy: 

N You know I am a witneſs to this, and can 
teſtify his tender regards to you in this reſpect: 
Let me beg, therefore, that you'll _— 
up his reproofs, that you'll remember and 
iſe his caunſels : He defir'd that you 
' ſhould ſerve God; Will you not grant his de- 
fire? Will you deny fo reaſonable a requeſt? 

a requeſt ſo highly to your advantage? Is not 
a religious, godly life, a matter of great im- 
portance, a thing of everlaſting conan ? 
This only can make death gainful, and render 
| you happy for ever. To ſee us wiſely huſband; 
ing our time, ſerving God, and living pioully; 

). { * 1fai. 16 3. | , 


12 A Sxkmo nx at the 
1 would even venture to ſay, communicates an 
additional pleafure to our departed friends. 
To behold us join'd to their common Lord, 
and on the way to heaven, makes the ſaints 
above, and the angels, to rejoice. To live 
ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, is the traeſt 
reſpect we can poſſibly pay to the memory of 
our pious friends, and the only way to ſecure 
our own real, eternal advantage. Is your dear 
and tender, your good and religious parent, 
gone to heaven? and will you not be con- 
dern d to follow him? Ae his graces perfect; 
ed? enquire whether yours are begun ? Is he 
erown'd with glory, and in the er 


of 
Chriſt? But are you join'd to t ie Lord Jeſus? 
He's deliver'd, we — from this world of 
fin; fee whether your fins are ſincerely re- 
pented of, and forſaken: Hearken to the coun- 
' {el of your departed father; yea, hearken to 
the counſels of God, and remember, that the 
fear of the Lord is the beginning-of wiſdom, 
and the knowledge of the 'holy is under“ 
. Randing.” | 
- An» laſtly, let me call on you all, and be- 
Teech you, in the name, and by the authority 
of our Lord Jeſus, that you every one accept 
the Redeemer, and lay hold of the great ſalva- 
tion offer d in the goſpel ; that you forſake 
your fins, and devote your ſelves to God's fer- 
vice; and let this inſtance of mortality awaken 
every ſoul to a ſerious and lively preparation 
for eternity: See that you approve the conduct 
of your lives to God, ved” won own con- 
ſciences z 
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ſciences ; that ſo you may be able to ſay, like 
the apoſtle, * To me to live is Chriſt ;” and 


then ma alfo, in the proſpect of eternity, 
with the * reaſon — — aſſume hs 
triumphant language, and fay, to die is 
pain.” God help you to conſider theſe ws 
and endue you with wiſdom and 

the fake of Chriſt Jeſus our Lord ; to whom, 
with the Father, and Holy Spirit, be glory, 
honour, and dominion, for ever. Amen. 
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